
 123 

Part Two (II): Education Outcomes and Curriculum 

 

Section 1 – Student Performance: Educational Realms & Student 

Performance Criteria 
 

II.1.1 Student Performance Criteria 
Curriculum Overview 

The School of Architecture has developed an eleven-semester curriculum—8 semesters for the Bachelor of Arts in 

Environmental Design undergraduate degree and 3 semesters for the Master of Architecture graduate program—

focusing on conceptualization, use & context, building technologies, professional responsibilities and 

outreach/engagement while developing a critical position with regard to the environment and architecture:   

• The first year of the Environmental Design Program is intended to encourage the greatest possible diversity of 

students to explore the opportunities and expectations of an environmental design education while allowing 

students to undertake their university core curriculum studies. Particular emphasis is placed on 

conceptualization and a heightened and diverse perception of their environment as well as the methodologies 

for translating and expressing design intent in the first year of the curriculum. 

• The second year requires that students continue their university core courses to ensure a broad perspective 

from which to engage their environmental design education.  Within the School’s second year curriculum 

students acquire a broad historic understanding of architecture, the ability to design structural systems and 

utilize architectural graphics to communicate design concepts.  The design studio introduces fundamental 

strategies of precedent analysis, the organization of human activities and sustainability while applying the 

knowledge acquired in structures and graphics courses. Particular emphasis is placed on use & context during 

the second year of the curriculum. 

• Throughout the third year of our undergraduate program, students develop the ability to design environmental 

control and integrated building construction systems as well as the ability to utilize advanced graphic 

communication strategies.  The design studios are intended to develop the student’s understanding of how to 

integrate environmental control systems and building construction systems.  In the third year, particular 

emphasis is placed on building tectonics within the curriculum. 

• The fourth and final year of the Environmental Design program consists of one required studio course and a 

professional practice course during one semester and a selection from one of the option studios in the other 

semester.  Every student must complete a capstone studio emphasizing professional responsibility in which the 

student synthesize program development, site development, structural systems, environmental controls 

systems, principles of sustainability and graphic communication.  The studio option semester allows students 

to explore an area of design and practice that is unique to their interests—focusing on internship, community 

design, study abroad or design-build opportunities. The emphasis remains on professional responsibility and 

outreach/engagement. With the satisfactory completion of the fourth year of study, students receive a Bachelor 

of Arts in Environmental Design degree. 

• Students wishing to acquire the Masters of Architecture Degree must complete three semesters of graduate 

study.  Throughout this graduate study, students choose from a variety of architectural studios, a required 

architectural research methods course and a broad range of architecture or non-architecture electives. All of the 

graduate design studios, required courses and electives are intended to emphasize the development of a critical 

position with regard to the environment and architecture.  

 

The curriculum has been structured in such a way to allow students to complete the majority of their university core 

courses during their first two years of our program in order to allow for a broader and more holistic exploration of 

topics both in architecture and in other fields. The middle portion of our curriculum emphasizes the technical 

knowledge that students require in order to develop a mastery of their discipline which is an important aspect of the 

university and school missions.  During the final year of a student’s undergraduate program and throughout their 

graduate studies, students have a broad array of educational experiences that allow them to engage with broader 

social, cultural and global issues.  

 

Matrix of NAAB Student Performance Criteria 

On the following pages is the Required Course matrix showing the relationship between the NAAB Student 

Performance Criteria and the required courses offered in the School of Architecture curriculum. 
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Student Performance Criteria for required courses n the Master of 

Architecture professional degree program at MSU 

 

 

 

Because 85-90% of the students in our M.Arch program complete their pre-

professional degree program in the B.A.  in Environmental Design program 

at MSU, we have developed the following Student Performance Criteria 

Matrix for required courses in both the Pre-professional and Professional 

degree programs at MSU.  

 

A
r
c
h

it
e
c
tu

r
a

l 

P
r
o

g
r
a

m
 R

e
p

o
r
t 

  
  

M
o

n
ta

n
a

 S
ta

te
 U

n
iv

e
rs

it
y
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

 

R
e
q

u
ir

e
d

 C
o

u
rs

e
s 

  
  

  
  

  
  

M
a

st
e
r 

o
f 

A
rc

h
it

e
c
tu

re
  

  

A
r
c
h

it
e
c
tu

r
a

l 

P
r
o

g
r
a

m
 R

e
p

o
r
t 

  
  

M
o

n
ta

n
a

 S
ta

te
 U

n
iv

e
rs

it
y
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

 

R
e
q

u
ir

e
d

 C
o

u
rs

e
s 

  
  

  
  

  
  

M
a

st
e
r 

o
f 

A
rc

h
it

e
c
tu

re
  

  

A
.1

A
.2

A
.3

A
.4

A
.5

A
.6

A
.7

A
.8

A
.9

A
.1

0
A

.1
1

B
.1

B
.2

B
.3

B
.4

B
.5

B
.6

B
.7

B
.8

B
.9

B
.1

0
B

.1
1

B
.1

2
C

.1
C

.2
C

.3
C

.4
C

.5
C

.6
C

.7
C

.8
C

.9

S
t
u

d
e

n
t
 P

e
r
f
o

r
m

a
n

c
e

 C
r
it

e
r
ia

 e
x

p
e

c
t
e

d
 t

o
 h

a
v

e
 b

e
e

n
 m

e
t
 i

n
 p

r
e

p
a

r
a

t
o

r
y

 o
r
 p

r
e

-
p

r
o

f
e

s
s

io
n

a
l 

e
d

u
c

a
t
io

n
 (

i.
e

. 
B

.A
.i

n
 E

n
v

ir
o

n
m

e
n

t
a

l 
D

e
s

ig
n

 a
t
 M

o
n

t
a

n
a

 S
t
a

t
e

 U
n

iv
e

r
s

it
y

)

S
t
u

d
e

n
t
 P

e
r
f
o

r
m

a
n

c
e

 C
r
it

e
r
ia

 m
e

t
 i

n
 o

u
r
 N

A
A

B
-
a

c
c

r
e

d
it

e
d

 P
r
o

g
r
a

m

G
R

A
D

U
A

T
E

 Y
E

A
R

 C
O

U
R

S
E

S
G

R
A

D
U

A
T

E
 Y

E
A

R
 C

O
U

R
S

E
S

A
R

C
H

 5
5

1 
A

d
v

a
n

c
e

d
 A

rc
h

it
e

c
tu

ra
l 
D

e
s

ig
n

A
R

C
H

 5
5

1 
A

d
v

a
n

c
e

d
 A

rc
h

it
e

c
tu

ra
l 
D

e
s

ig
n

A
R

C
H

 5
5

2
 A

rc
h

it
e

c
tu

ra
l 
R

e
s

e
a

rc
h

 M
e

th
o

d
s

A
R

C
H

 5
5

2
 A

rc
h

it
e

c
tu

ra
l 
R

e
s

e
a

rc
h

 M
e

th
o

d
s

A
R

C
H

 5
5

7
 A

rc
h

it
e

c
tu

ra
l 
D

e
s

ig
n

 S
tu

d
io

A
R

C
H

 5
5

7
 A

rc
h

it
e

c
tu

ra
l 
D

e
s

ig
n

 S
tu

d
io

A
R

C
H

 5
5

8
 A

d
v

a
n

c
e

d
 B

u
il
d

in
g

 S
tu

d
io

A
R

C
H

 5
5

8
 A

d
v

a
n

c
e

d
 B

u
il
d

in
g

 S
tu

d
io



 125 

 
Because 85-90% of the students in our M.Arch program complete their pre-professional degree program in the B.A.  

in Environmental Design program at MSU, we have developed the following Student Performance Criteria Matrix 

for required courses in both the Pre-professional and Professional degree programs at MSU.  

 

A.1 A.2 A.3 A.4 A.5 A.6 A.7 A.8 A.9 A.10 A.11 B.1 B.2 B.3 B.4 B.5 B.6

F IR S T YEA R  C OUR S ES

1s t  S e m e s te r

ARCH 121IA Intro ductio n to  Des ign

ARCH 151RA Des ign Fundamenta ls  I

2 nd S e m e s te r

ARCH 152 Des ign Fundamenta ls  II

S EC ON D  YEA R  C OUR S ES  

1s t  S e m e s te r

ARCH 241 Building Co ns truc tio n

ARCH 243 Arch Struc tures  I

ARCH 261 Architec tura l Graphics  I 2

ARCH 322IA Wo rld Architec ture  I

2 nd S e m e s te r

ARCH 244 Arch Struc tures  II

ARCH 253 Architec tura l Des ign I

ARCH 262 Architec tura l Graphics  II

ARCH 323IA Wo rld Architec ture  II

THIR D  YEA R  C OUR S ES  

1s t  S e m e s te r 

ARCH 331 Enviro nmenta l Co ntro ls  I

ARCH 354 Architec tura l Des ign II

ARCH 363 Architec tura l Graphics  III

2 nd S e m e s te r

ARCH 322 Enviro nmenta l Co ntro ls  II

ARCH 340 Building Co ns truc tio n II

ARCH 355 Architec tura l Des ign III

F OUR TH YEA R  C OUR S ES

1s t  S e m e s te r

ARCH 313 P ro fes s io na l P rac tice

ARCH 456 Architec tura l Des ign IV

Optio n Studio s

S tude nt  P e rfo rm a nc e  C rite ria  e xpe c te d to  ha v e  be e n m e t  in  pre pa ra to ry o r pre -pro fe s s io na l e duc a t io n ( i.e . B .A .in  Env iro nm e nta l D e s ig n a t  M o nta na  S ta te  Univ e rs ity)

S tude nt  P e rfo rm a nc e  C rite ria  m e t  in  o ur N A A B -a c c re dite d  P ro g ra m

GR A D UA TE YEA R  C OUR S ES

ARCH 551 Advanced Architec tura l Des ign

ARCH 552 Architec tura l Res earch Metho ds

ARCH 557 Architec tura l Des ign Studio

ARCH 558 Advanced Building Studio

Architectural 

Program Report     

Montana State University                   

Required Courses                 

B.A. Environmental 

Design  +  Master of 

Architecture
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B.7 B.8 B.9 B.10 B.11 B.12 C.1 C.2 C.3 C.4 C.5 C.6 C.7 C.8 C.9

F IR S T YEA R  C OUR S ES

1s t  S e m e s te r

ARCH 121IA Intro ductio n to  Des ign

ARCH 151RA Des ign Fundamenta ls  I

2 nd S e m e s te r

ARCH 152 Des ign Fundamenta ls  II

S EC ON D  YEA R  C OUR S ES  

1s t  S e m e s te r

ARCH 241 Building Co ns truc tio n

ARCH 243 Arch Struc tures  I

ARCH 261 Architec tura l Graphics  I

ARCH 322IA Wo rld Architec ture  I

2 nd S e m e s te r

ARCH 244 Arch Struc tures  II

ARCH 253 Architec tura l Des ign I

ARCH 262 Architec tura l Graphics  II

ARCH 323IA Wo rld Architec ture  II

THIR D  YEA R  C OUR S ES  

1s t  S e m e s te r 

ARCH 331 Enviro nmenta l Co ntro ls  I

ARCH 354 Architec tura l Des ign II

ARCH 363 Architec tura l Graphics  III

2 nd S e m e s te r

ARCH 322 Enviro nmenta l Co ntro ls  II

ARCH 340 Building Co ns truc tio n II

ARCH 355 Architec tura l Des ign III

F OUR TH YEA R  C OUR S ES

1s t  S e m e s te r

ARCH 313 P ro fes s io na l P rac tice

ARCH 456 Architec tura l Des ign IV

Optio n Studio s

S tude nt  P e rfo rm a nc e  C rite ria  e xpe c te d to  ha v e  be e n m e t  in  pre pa ra to ry o r pre -pro fe s s io na l e duc a t io n ( i.e . B .A .in  Env iro nm e nta l D e s ig n a t  M o nta na  S ta te  Univ e rs ity)

GR A D UA TE YEA R  C OUR S ES

ARCH 551 Advanced Architec tura l Des ign

ARCH 552 Architec tura l Res earch Metho ds

ARCH 557 Architec tura l Des ign Studio

ARCH 558 Advanced Building Studio

Architectural 

Program Report     

Montana State University                   

Required Courses                 

B.A. Environmental 

Design  +  Master of 

Architecture
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